Use of Visual Aids – Overheads


• 
Creating overheads are not always as simple as copying a typed sheet of text on to an acetate.

• 
If you have a large class (40 + students), you must account for visibility from all areas of


the seating area.

• 
Too much text crowds the information and tends to overwhelm the reader. Lack of white


space tends to dissuade active reading.

• 
The zealous note taker will focus on the overhead and not on any discussion that may


complement the information.

• 
Allowing time for the class to copy the overhead is difficult for many teachers.

•
Check the size and style of your overheads in your various classrooms. Some rooms


really aren’t suited to overhead presentations.

• 
See if there are professional presentation packages that accompany your textbooks such as transparencies, PowerPoint, and overhead masters are standard with most textbooks.  Call the publisher if you haven’t received the auxiliary materials.

• 
PowerPoint presentations can be printed from most classrooms for overhead adaptation.

• 
Recommended font size of 14 works in most environments.
