Student Portfolios
In senior-level courses, we are often trying to develop students’ ability to think critically, and self-assess, as well as develop a level of professionalism that will prepare them for the workplace.  In such courses, professors may opt to have students create a portfolio of work for the final assignment.  Such portfolios often have the following characteristics:

· it will contain a collection of work that the student has judged as representative of his/her best work from the course;

· it may contain work previously marked, that has been revised as a result of professor feedback;

· it will be presented in a professionally-packaged manner, including a letter of transmittal summarizing the contents;

· it will be a collection of work that students could use in subsequent job interviews.

A paper-based portfolio is an obvious choice for programs where students are producing paper-based objects such as graphic design etc., but can also be used for technical programs where the portfolio could include blueprints, designs, photos of finished objects, descriptions of processes etc.  In addition, it is a good choice for students engaged in writing-specific programs such as journalism or liberal studies.

In other programs, the portfolio could take different forms such as video, audio, film, web page etc.

The grading of student portfolios is based on three aspects:

1. How well has the student chosen the content of the portfolio to achieve the goals of the project?

2. How well has the student presented the portfolio package itself?

3. How good are the contents of the portfolio?

Students should be advised of the proportion of the grade assigned to each aspect, and be provided with a specific guideline or rubric detailing how these aspects will be judged.
