One Minute Paper
The purpose:

· To identify content areas the students have difficulty with and address these early so that they don't fall behind.
· To provide feedback on teaching/learning strategies that are useful to these particular students and those that are not perceived to be as helpful so that you can help the students understand why you are using these strategies, or to change them if you decide this is best.
Protocol:

· A few minutes before the end of the class distribute BLANK pages to the class. 

· Ask the students to fold the page in half.

· Tell them they MUST NOT identify themselves anywhere on the page.

· In the top half of the page - write in point form:
a) 
The most important thing(s) they have learned in this class today (or last month, 

this semester if you choose to use it less frequently).
b) 
Teaching/learning strategies they find particularly useful for their learning. 
· In the bottom half of the page, write in point form:
a) 
Any content that is still unclear to them, that they may be confused about. 
b} 
Teaching/learning strategies that they DO NO find useful for their learning. 
· Ask them to fold the page and leave it on your desk/table as they leave the class.

Follow-up:

· Summarize the student's comments.

· In the first 5-10 minutes of your very next class, thank the students for their input and highlight the main themes that arise out of your summary.
· Re-teach (very briefly) any concepts/content that a number of students said was still unclear - using a different approach than you have previously.
· Discuss any teaching/learning approaches they feel are not useful - sometimes they just need to understand the relevance of the process for their learning e.g., group work and learning of teamwork skills.
You can do this when and as often as you like.

The most useful process is to ask the students to do a one-minute paper each class for 2-3 weeks - this helps you to get to know the students' learning styles and prevents them from falling behind because they don't understand foundational concepts.

By doing it consistently, this becomes an advance organizing tool - the students concentrate on what they understand and what they do not; it also helps those students who have difficulty asking questions in class and most importantly it tells the students that you really care about their learning.
After 2-3 weeks (5-6 lessons) you should go to a random pattern so that responses don't become habitual.

Reference: based on Angelo, T.A. and Cross, K.P. Classroom Assessment Techniques, (Jossey-Bass, 1993, 2nd ed.) p. 148-153.

