Grading Student Presentations
Many courses require students to give an oral presentation or demonstration to their fellow students.  Not only does this require students to master the content they will deliver, but it also develops their oral communication skills, a key factor in employability.

Gone are the days when students gave a canned ‘speech’ while clutching sweaty note cards—these days we model student presentations on the current business model of extemporaneous speaking—or speaking with prompts such as Powerpoint slides, handouts, or flip chart notes. Although students have typically experienced this type of presentation repeatedly from their college professors, it is usually worthwhile to spend a brief period of time reviewing what works best in such situations (have students generate what has worked well/badly for them in their teachers’ lectures!).

In addition, you might consider asking students (whether the presentation is by an individual or a group) to design a learning exercise for the class, based on the presentation.  This could be a quiz, a crossword, a game etc.  Participating in such exercises helps engage the audience, and designing the exercise helps presenters focus on key ideas from their presentations.

A grading rubric for presentations should be provided to students as they prepare their presentations, and then used by the professor during the presentation.  A sample rubric is provided below.  You’ll note that the marks are divided between those given for the content of the presentation and those given for the presentation itself.

Some professors engage audience members by having random students complete feedback forms similar or identical to the professor’s rubric, as well.  These can be provided to the student for formative feedback, but it is rarely a good idea to actually include this ‘grading’ in the student’s actual presentation grade.

Student Presentation Grading Rubric

Student name:

This form will be used to generate your grade during your upcoming presentation.  Use it to plan your presentation!

	
	0
(missing)
	1
(poor )
	2
(adequate)
	3
(good)
	4 (excellent)

	Presentation content
	
	
	
	
	

	· content appropriate to topic
	
	
	
	
	

	· accuracy of content
	
	
	
	
	

	· use of external resource material
	
	
	
	
	

	· amount of content
	
	
	
	
	

	· student learning exercise
	
	
	
	
	

	· summary handout
	
	
	
	
	

	Presentation delivery
	
	
	
	
	

	· audible and confident voice
	
	
	
	
	

	· confident posture and body language
	
	
	
	
	

	· use of prompts/ audio-visual aids
	
	
	
	
	

	· engagement of audience
	
	
	
	
	


Total:           /40 marks

Comments:

