	Name of Teaching Tool
	Cocktail Party (Snowball)

	Best Used For
	Helping students deduce underlying principles from multiple examples; topics that students are likely to have personal experience with

	How to do it
	Students stand, and form into pairs.  When directed, they exchange stories or experiences in relation to the given topic.  On the signal, students mill around the room, re-forming into new pairs and exchanging stories again.  Repeat 5-6 times.

As a large group, debrief, asking about common threads in the stories exchanged.  Develop principles from these threads. 

	Advantages
	All students must participate, but activity is low risk. Students experience the constructivist nature of knowledge.

	Possible disadvantages
	Students may not have had personal experiences with the topic—give permission for them to simply listen to others’ experiences, and then paraphrase what they have heard.


